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ALMS v4.2
SUBJECT: Automated Lightning Mapping System (ALMS) Version 4.2
PURPOSE: The release of ALMS version 4.2 delivers the new client software that is compatible with the BLM Lightning application.
CONTACTS:




Technical contact: 

Joe Frost

208-387-5961



Application sponsor: 
Mike Barrowcliff 
208-387-5293
RELEASE DESCRIPTIONS

1. Release Description
a. This Release replaces all previous versions of the ALMS Application.
b. This release upgrades the connection procedures to be compatible with a secure shell connection to the BLM Lightning Data retrieval site http://www.nifc.blm.gov/nsdu/lightning.
2. Release Contents

a. ALMS_V4.exe : Microsoft Windows compatible installation file. 
.
Prerequisites and General Information
1. 
ALMS 4.2

i) Operating System: Windows 2000, Service Pack 4; Windows XP, Service Pack 2

ii) ESRI, ArcMap Version 9.1 or 9.2.

iii) A current user account on the Bureau of Land Management Lightning server.

a. To set up a new account on the BLM lightning data server request a username password pair from the BLM.  This should be coordinated through the Regional (FS) or State (BLM) office if possible.  The national contact for this is: Greg Jensen (208) 387-5438 or E-mail Greg_Jensen@nifc.blm.gov
Note: Greg asked that you send your request by Email if possible.  

The request should include:

Unit Name

Contact individual

Desired User Name (if different than contact)

Contact Phone Number
b. To configure NEW User Account on the BLM Lightning data Server

i. Start a browser (i.e. Internet Explorer, Netscape etc.) 

ii. And Navigate to http://www.nifc.blm.gov 

iii. Click on the Lightning Icon

iv. Click on request Maps & Data

v. Enter the username and password supplied the BLM help desk
vi. Follow the on screen instructions for changing your password

vii. After successful logon verify your time zone and other user information at the top of the screen

viii. To change any information click on the User Preferences link at the top of the screen

ix. After making any changes click the Update Preferences button

x. Click Log Off  at the top of the screen
xi. Close the browser window
When Applying this Release:
· Allow ten minutes to complete the installation processes. 

· Uninstall all previous versions of ALMS before install ALMS 4.2
· Administrator rights are required to install this release

· Forest Service users should contact EUSC at 1-(888)-426-3872 to request this authority.

· All other agency follow established guidelines.

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS TO APPLY THIS RELEASE
1. Retrieve the installation package to the target client from: http://www.fs.fed.us/fire/planning/nist/distribu.htm 
i. Using a Browser (Internet Explorer) navigate to the address above.
ii. Browse to the ALMS 4.2 link

iii. Select the link and save the install file to C:\tmp\

iv. Once download is complete, using Windows Explorer navigate to c:\tmp

v. Double click on the ALMS_v42.exe file and follow the installation guidelines for your agency
2. Check Installation 

i. On the target client start ArcMap 9.X

1. Start ( programs ( ArcGIS ( ArcMap

ii. Select OK to open a New Map

iii. Select Tools from the top menu, Select Extensions

iv. Select the box next to ALMS Tools (Check Mark should appear), Select Close

v. Select Tools from the top menu, Select Customize 

vi. Select the box next to ALMS Tools v4.2,  Select Close

vii. On the menu bar select the ALMS drop down and select Set User Defaults

viii. Enter your User Name and password for the BLM Lightning server, check Set Albers US data View Projection and Add default ALMS map Data, select OK

ix. When prompted to set data view select OK

x. Select the red box button on the ALMS menu

xi. Select the upper right hand corner of the US and Drag to the lower right hand corner of the US.

xii. Select the yellow lightning bolt on the ALMS menu

xiii. Select the Previous 2 Hours Button, Select the Download Data Button

xiv. A new shape file will be added to the map if any strikes were recorded in the past 2 hours.

3. To uninstall ALMS 4.2

i. Select Start ( Settings ( Control Panel ( Add /Remove Programs

ii. Select Automated Lightning Mapping System V4.2
iii. Select Remove, answer yes when prompted if you are sure

************** End *******************
